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that if this encouragement took the form of a protecting 1868
duty, it should be strictly limited to a moderate number ~62
of years, and not continued beyond. I have not altered
the opinion that such encouragement is sometimes useful,
and that in many cases the most just mode in which it
could be given is that of a temporary protecting duty,
on condition that it should be known and declared to be
merely temporary, and of no very long duration. But I
confess that I almost despair of this general understanding
being ever practically established. I find that in Australia,
protection is not advocated in this form or for this pur-
pose, but that the vulgarest and most exploded fallacies
are revived in its support. As far as I can perceive, those
who contend for protection in Australia mean it to be
as permanent as any other legislative arrangements ; and
hold to all the false theories on the subject, of which
Europe is rapidly ridding itself, and which are declining
even in America. In such a state of opinion as this I
should resist, with my utmost strength, any protection
whatever, because it is far easier to withstand these false
and pernicious doctrines before they have been carried
into practice to any serious extent, than after powerful
protected interests have been allowed to grow up under
their influence.

Allow me to express my high sense of the ability and
effectiveness of your letter, signed H., on this question.
Such clear expositions of the principles of the subject
are what can alone be trusted to for combating any
natural prejudices in a free and popularly governed
country.

I well remember your exertions for the adoption of Mr.
Hare's system in the election of the Legislative Council,
and the very valuable report in which you discussed the
subject. The debates in the British Parliament which
have since occurred may well have struck you by the
amount of ignorance they disclosed; but great and
daily progress is making in the correction of that ignor-
ance, and many political men, including some of the most
active and intelligent leaders of the working classes, areating to me that
